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In this case-control study, the authors investigated the possible 
relationship between home exposures to various indoor air 
substances and the incidence of acute otitis media and asthma in 
children. The authors reported that most of the "pollutant sources" 
assessed in the study were not associated with disease. For 
example, they reported that formaldehyde, renovations (a surrogate 
measure for dust exposure), and gas cooking (a surrogate measure 
of N02 exposure) were not significant predictors of disease in 
this study. The authors conclude that "this study confirm[s] the 
previously reported association between childhood asthma and 
exposure to pets and maternal smoking." Although the authors 
report that the study results suggest an association between otitis 
media and the use of woodburning stoves, they report that they 
were "unable to confirm the association between smoking and otitis" 
that has been "reported by others." 
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